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SUBJECT: UNCTAD COMMODITY CONSULTATIONS: US VIEWS ON ROLE OF 
UNCTAD SECRETARIAT 

REF (A) STATE 208183, (B) STATE 207962 

1 . FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF REFTEL A, EMBOFF TELEPHONED TRADE 
SECRETARY J.B. KELEGAMA, WHO WAS DEPUTY HEAD OF GSL DELEGATION 
TO UNCTAD IV, FOR APPOINTMENT TO DISCUSS ROLE OF UNCTAD 
SECRETARIAT IN COMMODITY CONSULTATIONS. KELEGAMA REPLIED 
THAT HE WAS VERY BUSY AND PREFERRED THAT EMBOFF SPEAK WITH 
L.J. MARIADASAN, COMMERCIAL CONSELOR AT SRI LANKA MISSION 

AT GENEVA, WHO IS IN COLOMBO ON CONSULTATIONS. MARIADASAN 
WAS ON GSL UNCTAD IV DEL AND WORKED IN COMMODITIES GROUP 
UNDER KELEGAMA. 

2. IN DISCUSSION WITH EMBOFF ON SEPTEMBER 7, MARIDASAN 

MADE IT CLEAR THAT GSL FULLY SUPPORTS SECRETARY GENERAL COREA’S 
HANDLING OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR COMMODITY CONSULTATIONS. 
DRAWING ON ARGUMENTS PROVIDED REFTELS.EMBOFF STRESSED 
THREE POINTS OUTLINED PARA 13, RELTEL A, BUT MARIADASAN 
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GROUPS FOR CONSULTATIONS ON COFFEE, TIN, COCOA, AND SUGAR. 

HE SAID HE WAS SURE COREA WOULD NOT PRESS FOR CHANGES IN 
PRESENT MEMBERSHIP OR TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS ALREADY DEALING WITH THESE FOUR COMMODITIES. 

3. ON THE REMAINING FOURTEEN COMMODITIES, HOWEVER, 
MARIADASAN SAW NO REASON WHY ALL INTERESTED COUNTRIES 
SHOULD NOT PARTICIPATE IN CONSULATIONS. HE FLET THAT 
DIFFICLUTY OF DEFINING WHO ARE "MAJOR PRODUCERS AND CON 
SUMERS" COULD DELAY PROGRESS OF TALKS. HE SEEMED CONFI- 
DENT THAT ONLY THOSE CONTRIES WITH LEGITIMATE INTEREST 

IN A GIVEN COMMODITY WOULD PARTICIPATE. MARIADASA EXPRESSED 
VIEW THAT GENEVA WAS LOGICAL PLACE FOR CONSULTATIONS AS 
GREATEST CONCENTRATION OF INTERESTED COUNTRIES LOCATED 
THERE. 

4. REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT OF AD HOC INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COORDINATING GROUP, MARIADASAN SAID GLS SATISFIED WITH 
COREA’S TIMETABLE. IN MEANTIME, GSL HAS NO OBJECTIVE TO 
BEBINNING PRELIMINARY CONSULTATIONS ON INDIVIDUAL COMMO- 
CITIES BEFORE AD HOC COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED. 

REED 
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